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Scholarship Fund of Alexandria Cancels April 25th Spring Gala Due to Coronavirus 

For the first time in 34 years there will be no Gala 
The Dance Floor will Be Dark. Online Silent Auction Will Proceed. 

Group looks forward to seeing everyone on the dance floor again next year – April 24, 2021 
 
ALEXANDRIA, VA March 23, 2020  -- The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria(SFA) announced that it has canceled 
its April 25th Roaring Twenties Black-Tie Benefit Gala due to Coronavirus precautions and CDC 
recommendations.  The SFA Gala, in its 34th year, raises funds to help local T.C. Williams High School students 
with financial need afford college. 
 
“It is with heavy hearts that we announce the cancellation of our Spring Gala. Our staff, and our amazing 
volunteer Gala Committee have been hard at work on this event since last September.  The decision to cancel 
was made to protect all in our community,” said Scholarship Fund Board Chair Priscilla Goodwin. “The cause of 
sending local students with extreme financial need to college is critically important. So many in this 
community support our students year after year. Not being able to gather to both raise funds and celebrate 
the hard work and success of our students is a great loss.  But our fundraising will carry on. The kids need our 
support now more than ever,” Goodwin continued. 
 
The SFA Gala & Auction typically raises $450,000 to support scholarships and is attended by 550 local leaders, 
business owners and community members. The SFA, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, was founded in 1986 
to help T.C. Williams students with financial need afford college.  The Gala and Auction has been for the last 
34 years, with all proceeds going to support college access and scholarships for kids with financial need.  Over 
the past three and a half decades, the Scholarship Fund has awarded more than $16 million in scholarships 
and helped send more than 4,750 local kids to college. 
 
“At this time, we are putting our focus on the kids and the critical need for scholarships in our community.  
This year we received a record number of applications for scholarships at T.C. Williams – 488 applications,” 
said SFA Executive Director Beth Lovain. “Two out of three families at T.C. live near or below the poverty level 
and live paycheck-to-paycheck.  We know that these families will be hardest hit by the economic impacts of 
Coronavirus.  We will double down on our efforts to support the kids this year.  So many of our generous 
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Spring Gala sponsors have donated their sponsorships, tables and ticket costs to support scholarships despite 
the cancellation of our event. We are tremendously grateful for their support,” Lovain underscored. 
 
The SFA plans to move forward with its Online Silent Auction, Live Auction and Virtual Paddle Raise later this 
spring in conjunction with a Sponsor Thank-You Speakeasy Party for Gala Sponsors once “Prohibition” has 
ended.  The online auction will include restaurant gift cards, sports and wellness offerings, jewelry, art, home 
goods and tutoring, tennis lessons and one-of-kind restaurant experiences and wine and whiskey tastings. 
 
“We are extraordinarily grateful to the many local businesses and individuals who have donated items to our 
Silent and Live Auction this year.  And we are grateful to the many volunteers who have been working on the 
Auction and Gala,” said Kate Bertles Hennigan 2020 Gala Co-Chair.  “We encourage all Alexandrians to register 
for our Online Silent Auction. It is a great way to virtually gather the community in support of kids who have 
the smarts and the drive to attend college but need scholarships and college advising to make it possible.  We 
are excited to move forward with the online auction and to hopefully celebrate and thank our sponsors for 
their tremendous support at our Speakeasy party later this year,” Bertles Hennigan continued. 
 
The public can Donate or Register for the Online Silent Auction at the following links: 
 
To Donate:   https://www.alexscholarshipfund.org/donate/ 
 
To Register for the Online Auction: https://events.handbid.com/auctions/scholarship-fund-of-alexandria-
gala-2020/registration 

 
The SFA is also moving forward with move forward with its 2020 Grand Prize Raffle where one lucky winner 
will take home a 2020 Toyota RAV-4 or $25,000 courtesy of Jack Taylor and Jack Taylor's Alexandria Toyota.  
All ticket sales support scholarships. Watch for details. For ticket information, email 
scholarshipfund@acps.k12.va.us. 
 
 

     
2019 T.C. Williams graduate and SFA scholarship     Revelers on the dance floor during the April 28, 2019  
recipient Xiomara Gonzales addresses the 33rd         Scholarship Fund Gala to benefit scholarships for T.C.  
Annual SFA Spring Gala to support scholarships       Williams students with financial need. The dancefloor 
for T.C. Titans with financial need. Gonzales             will be dark in 2020. The group announced plans to cancel 
currently attends Johns Hopkins University.              its April 25 Spring Gala and hold an online silent auction in 
Photo Credit: SFA                   response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo Credit: SFA 
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