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Are you a: 
 US Citizen 
 Green Card holder 
 Refugee 
 Asylee  

 

You are not eligible to complete the FAFSA, but regardless of 
your citizenship status: 
 

 It is safe to apply to 100% of colleges, and 
 You can be accepted at 99% of colleges. 

 

The issue is in making sure that you get the funding you need. 

Not all colleges/scholarships offer funding to non-FAFSA eligible students, 
but some do.  Choose from the list of colleges/scholarships on the next page. 

The colleges that provide funding to non-FAFSA eligible students 
are all very selective schools – meaning you must have high 
grades in order to be accepted.   
 

In case you don’t get accepted, you need to have a backup 
option. Apply to Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA). 

Were you accepted to a college that will provide funding?  

Plan to attend NOVA. Although you will not qualify 
for funding from NOVA, a community college is 
much less expensive than a 4-year school. 
 

 Check to see whether your current visa or 
DACA status qualifies you for in-state tuition: 
ow.ly/qJQA30e7rUS 

 Sign up for a payment plan at NOVA: 
o $5,497 per year (in-state tuition) 

 $549 per month on payment 
plan 

o $11,505 (out-of-state tuition) 
 $1,150 per month on payment 

plan 

 

No 

No 

Yes 

You are eligible to complete the 
FAFSA and apply for funding 
from any school in the country.  

Earn As and Bs at NOVA, then apply to 
transfer to one of the schools that provides 
funding to non-FAFSA eligible students. 

Yes 

Congrats! Most of 
the schools that 
provide funding to 
non-FAFSA eligible 
students promise 
to meet 100% of 
your financial 
need. You should 
be good to go! 

As you’re thinking about which colleges to 
apply to, take a look at the “Net Price 
Calculator”.  
 

 collegecost.ed.gov/netpricecenter.aspx 
 

This tool asks about family income and gives 
you an estimate of the financial aid you’ll 
receive. The Net Price Calculator will tell you 
exactly how much it will cost to attend each 
college you’re considering. 
 

Use this tool to ensure that the colleges you 
apply to will be affordable for your family. 

The colleges that provide the most funding 
are typically very selective schools – 
meaning you must have high grades in 
order to be accepted.  
 

In case you don’t get accepted, you need to 
have a backup option. Apply to Northern 
Virginia Community College (NOVA). 
 

Were you accepted to a college that 
provided you enough funding to attend?  

Congrats!  
You should 
be good to 
go! 

Plan to attend NOVA – it is 
less expensive than a 4-year 
school. If you qualify for the 
Pell Grant through the FAFSA, 
you can go to NOVA for free! 

Earn As and Bs at NOVA, then apply to 
transfer to a school that will provide you 
enough funding to attend. 

Yes No 

http://www.schev.edu/docs/default-source/tuition-aid-section/financial-aid/guidelinesaddenduma.pdf

